ZNA=4A Journal

VOLUME XLXIlII NUMBER 11 NOVEMBER 2013

The Early
Shortwave

Statlons

sz | A/ R
A Broadcastmg Hlstory
Through 1945

Q 2

¥ Jerome S. Berg

North American Shortwave Associaﬁonl— America’s Shortwave Broadcast Club

[—




































Mika, General Director of Radio and Televi-
sion Slovakia; Anton Skreko of the Ministry
of Culture; and Viliam Podhorsky of the
Ministry of Transportation. HFCC Chairman
Oldrich Cip introduced these distinguished
guests. Then Mr. Mika of RTVS welcomed the
nearly 100 delegates from around the world
to his city and country, which he said was
“the right place for such an event.”

Mika mentioned that Radio Slovakia
International (RSI) has listeners in 130
countries. The station broadcasts in six lan-
guages: English, French, Spanish, German,
Russian and Slovak. RTVS has two TV chan-
nels and 9 radio networks (including RSI).
RTVS was established on January 1 of 2011,
but the history of Slovak Radio goes back
to 1926. Mr. Mika encouraged delegates
to take part in some of the many social
events planned for the conference week to
promote culture in the Slovak capital, and
he invited everyone to a tour of the Slovak
Radio building on Wednesday afterncon.
He noted that the famous upside-down
pyramid-shaped building “is one of the
architectural wonders of Bratislava.”

In his opening remarks, HFCC Chairman
Oldrich Cip said: “We strongly believe that
broadcasting by means of terrestrial short-
wave transmitters remains relevant for a
large critical audience around the world.”
He said that listening live to long-distance
shortwave radio “even more enhances this
authentic experience.” Oldrich noted that
non-shortwave distribution platforms
based on new technologies are not avail-
able everywhere in the world, so “direct
radio from terrestrial transmitters remains
therefore the only means for large segments
of populations.”

Oldrich pointed out that 50 percent of the
world’s population — about three billion
people — live on an income of less than
two-and-a-half dollars per day. “Their first
choice of communication devices,” he said,
“will be either a mobile telephone or a
radio, or both, and listening to a local FM
or community station or an international
broadcast will be more affordable to them
than a computer, TV set or video or other
new technology.”

Oldrich also mentioned the important
humanitarian role of terrestrial radio. "It
is capable of reaching across the Digital
Divide to the most disadvantaged and mar-
ginalized societies. By drawing attention to
these aspects we are trying to keep it alive.
International radio has been frequently
called ‘crisis’ radio. All communication and
information channels that are needed most
when a disaster strikes are destroyed or
overloaded, and the affected population
suffers from an information blackout. Long
distance wireless radio remains the only
source of information.... That is why the
HFCC in cooperation with the Arab States
and Asia-Pacific broadcasting unions are
working on an International Radio for
Disaster Relief project that is based on the
system of online coordination of frequencies
managed by the HFCC in accordance with
International Radio Regulations.”

After the Opening Plenary, the frequency
coordination began. All of the delegations
entered their proposed schedules into the
master database, and each day a series of
“collision lists” was created by Vladislav Cip
in the Secretariat office next to the main
meeting room showing potential interfer-
ence problems — stations on the same
or adjacent frequencies at the same time
beaming to the same target areas. Delegates
then negotiated among one another to
find solutions to these collisions. In some
cases, a station will change a frequency, or
change the time of a broadcast, or change
an antenna in order to eliminate the poten-
tial interference. That is the most basic of
the HFCC's activities. The idea is to elimi-
nate any potential interference before the
B13 frequency season begins on October
27, 2013. Each day of the conference, the
number of collisions was reduced signifi-
cantly, and by Friday the vast majority of
them were resolved.

Why Keep Broadcasting on Short-
wave?

On Monday afternoon, André Boussaton and
Céline Fernandez of Thales Electron Devices
(a division of Thales group based in France)
gave a presentation to the conference about
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1. Program distribution by SW, MW DRM for
Rebroadcasting in FM

2. Independent Operation (independent
from Satellites)

3. Extensive coverage with shortwave
signal DRM30

4. Digital audio quality and full feature list
within coverage area

5. DRM and FM reception of the program in
the coverage area

6. Low power consumption means a stand-
alone solution in remote areas with solar
energy and battery

7. One single channel DRM transmission
can feed two FM audio programs

8. DRM receiver and two full featured FM
Exciters included

9. FM-RF amplifier and antenna can be
individually selected, depending on the
target area for the coverage

10.Ideal solution for FM-Gap filling in
remote areas with low power FM

11.Listeners can use their existing (old) FM
receiver

More information can be found at ampegon.
com.

TRANSMITTER SITE - Rimavska
Sobota: Slovakia’s Shortwave Station

Edita Chocholata has attended many HFCC
conferences in the past, representing Radio
Slovakia International and later Towercom,
her current employer. Edita worked with
her colleague Ladia Hudzovicova of RSI on
many aspects of the organization of the B13
Conference.

Towercom operates Slovakia’s large short-
wave station in Rimavska Sobota, which is
currently unused since RSI discontinued its
shortwave broadcasts at the end of 2010.

On Tuesday morning after the coordination
activities finished, Edita’s colleague Juray
Vodnay of Towercom gave a presentation
about shortwave broadcasting in Slovakia.

Juray first provided an overview of Tower-
com. It is the nationwide provider of broad-
casting services in Slovakia related to the
terrestrial network of digital TV and radio
transmitters and digital satellite uplink ser-
vices. Towercom is the provider of modula-
tion and service data transport services from
studios to single broadcasting centers using
the statewide network of microwave links.
And it is the nationwide provider of the leas-
ing of local and trunk digital data circuits
in standard and individualized parameters.

Operation of television broadcasting
throughout the Slovak Republic is the
company’s core business. Terrestrial digital
broadcasting is provided by its television
transmitters and frequency transposers in
UHF bands for the public broadcaster and for
license holders. Towercom also provides the
design, building and operation of television
transmitters and frequency transposers for
the broadcasters. The company operates a
number of television transmitters in a wide
spectrum of power outputs from a few watts
up to tens of kilowatts.

On the radio side, Towercom provides
nationwide service for Slovakia’s public
radio broadcaster and commercial radio
license holders. Transmission of analogue
radio signals is carried out by AM broad-
casting in the MW and SW bands and by
FM broadcasting including RDS [Radio Data
Service-ed] services. Radio broadcasting
also uses digital satellite broadcasting on
the Skylink platform. In accordance with
ongoing broadcasting digitalization trends
in Europe, in March 2006 Towercom, a.s.,
together with its technological partners,
conducted a testing operation of the first
digital radio broadcast in Slovakia using the
DRM system in the MW band.

Towercom provides the leasing of satellite
capacity and uplink services designated
for the distribution of television and radio
programs in digital form via satellite. It
operates uplink stations on the Kamzik
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Barranquilla with the football mateh for the 2014
Brazil World Cup between the national teams of
Colombia and Chile. Announcement and identifica-
tion as: “Chile le gana a Colombia 3 a 1 y usted lo
vive por Radio Cooperativa” S/off abrupt at 2303
(seconds after the end of the match) , SINPO 44444
(USB mode). Thanks DXer Claudio Galaz, Chile for
the tip! (Arnaldo Slaen-Argentina/DXplorer)

CHINA 15374.985, Sep 23, 1132, Fu Hsing BS
(pres.) 1132 found here finally after several weeks.
W tlking, can't get the lang. 1138 MOR instru.
mx. 1140 W briefly in what sounded like CH, then
another instru. very clear 1140-1145. Soft mx w/W
voice-over 1146-1147. 1148-1150 soft flute mx. 1150
W annecr again. 1200 W anncr once more at ToH,
then tlk by M. Really faded and barely audible by
s/off. I got to the website and tried bringing up the
web streaming audio but it wouldnt work. (Dave
Valko-PA/SWBulletin)

CLANDESTINE A new clandestine station Sedaye
Radio-ye Mehr Iran has started:

1630-1700 15680 ISS Persian Fri/Mon from Sept 23
(DX MIX News, Ivo Ivanov-BUL, via wwdxc BC-DX
TopNews Oct 1)

15530.17. Radio Dabanga. VJAE. heard new fre-
quency for Radio Dabanga, Arabic southern Sudan
target on ex 15550.030, which seems a new fre-
quency from Al Dhabbaya UAE relay site, left 15550
in order to avoid CNR1 co-channel interference. In
\\ to 15400 Madagascar relay. Surprisingly heard
on remote Perseus unit at Piliyandala Ceylon, Oct
3, at 0500, set up by Victor; and Uwe — as visitor
touring Sri Lanka. But now, from 0530 changed to
15550.0 again, — strange ... (Wolfgang Biischel-
Germany/DXplorer)

COLOMBIA 5910, Alcaravdn Radio - Puerto Lleras,
0445, 30 Sept, Latin American songs+ID “Alcaravan
Radio, 1530 AM 5910 khz onda corta”, 33333. (Mauro
Giroletti-Italy/PlayDX)

6009.90, 0350-0415, 04/10, La Voz de tu Concien-
cia, Puerto Lleras, Spanish talk, Colombian music,
religious talk and hymns. 35232. R Mil, Mexico was
not heard. (Anker Petersen-Denmark/PlayDX)

CONGO (DEM. REP.) 5066.33, R Candip, Bunia,
1622, Oct 11, starting to show up. Also noted *0333-
0400, Oct 11, very low audio noted first at 0400.
(Nilsson-Sweden/DX Window)

CONGO REP. 6115, R Congo, Brazzaville, 1802-
1823*, Sep 17, French talks, news, reports about
the life in Brazzaville, nice signal 34433. (Dritsas-
Greece/DX Window)

COSTA RICA Radio Exterior de Espana to close
Costa Rica shortwave relay station: From October
28, Radio Exterior de Espana will permanently
conclude its shortwave transmissions from its relay
station in Cariari, Costa Rica. At the same time,
from that date, broadcasts from its transmitters
in Noblejas, Spain will be considerably expanded.
These changes will affect those listeners in Central
America, North America and the northern part of
South America’s Southern Cone who tune us. In the
coming days, we will post and announce our new
frequencies and times in which you can hear Radio
Exterior de Espafia on our webpage and programs.
(Marty Delfin-Spain/The SWLing Post)

CUBA A new Cuban experimental shortwave
operation starting from Oct 1: 0030-0400 4765 HAB
050 kW non-dir to Cuba Spanish Radio Progreso.
(DX MIX News, Ivo Ivanov-BUL, via wwdxc BC-DX
TopNews Oct 1) 4765 R Progresso, heard here in
Engelholm Sweden with good strength from 0200z
until sign off at 0404z on Oct 2. Got a nice recording
of ID and NA. (Thomas Nilsson-Sweden/DXplorer)
4765, Radio Progresso very strong at 0105 yl vocal-
ist // 690. (Bob Wilkner-FL/DXplorer) Very strong
tonight (Oct 2) with an ID at 0100 mentioning
SW freq and banda tropical. Last night (Oct 1) it
was surprisingly poor and mostly unusable. (John
Herkimer-NY/DXplorer) 4765, Radio Progresso,
0345 - 0402, 10.3.13, in Spanish. 0345 ID, talk
including some news or actualities leading up to
ToH, 0400 1D, about 20 seconds of dead air, Cuban
NA, carrier continued up until about 0407. (Mark
Taylor-WI/NASWA Yahoo Group) 4765, R Progreso
heard in Skovlunde, Denmark this morning (Oct
04) at 0325-0402* with music, but mostly Spanish
talk, including ID. They signed off at 0402. T heard
it with SINPO 34232 (S 7-9), whereas R Rebelde
on 5025 (50 kW) was heard with S 9+10 dB and R
Habana Cuba on 5040 (100 kW) was heard with S
9+20 dB. Thus I agree that their transmitting power
is not yet 50 kW, rather about 10 kW. At sign on
0030 it is covered by Tajik R on 4765.06 kHz. (Anker
Petersen-Denmark/DXplorer) 4765, Radio Progreso
Cuba now 0100 5 Oct 2013 with good signal, songs,
ids giving also the frequency 4765 kHz. (Giampiero
Bernardini-Italy/PlayDX) 4765, R Progreso Cadena
Nacional - La Habana, 0050, 5 Oct, px mx , 33333.
(Mauro Giroletti-Italy/PlayDX) 4765, TX unit seem-
ingly not ene of these new Chinese BBEF units, but
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