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Giovanni Serra <dxer_gserra@fastwebnet.it>=, Roma, Italy

No good conditions from Latin America on Tropical Bands during previous late nights:
except usual strong R Rebelde on 5025, REE via Costa Rica on 3350, and R. Vision in Peru
on 4790.02, I caught some Indian stations—logged—and something from China PR.—
not logged—instead of LA!

On Sept. 6™ at around 2245-2300 UTC, there was a re-opening from Brazil, with usual
R Clube do Para on 4885 & R. Brasil Central on 4985, but with low signal under heavy
statics and rustle.

Edward J Insinger, <EInsinger@reheis.com>, 28 Madison Avenue, Summit, NJ 07901
This is a call to all NASWA SWLers who haven't yet written to express their outrage over
the impending destruction of the VOA's Delano, California facility. Keep in mind that this
is a Presidential election year, so your voice/letters carry additional weight. Senators
and Congressmen want your vote, so let them know you want their action!

This particular letter was addressed to Senator McCain,
73, Ed
September 8, 2008

The Honorable John McCain
United States Senate

241 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-0303

Dear Sir,

I began shortwave listening in 1968, amidst the Cold War. It was a pleasure to hear so
many stations from the far corners of the earth. But nothing gave me more pride and
pleasure than listening to the Voice of America (VoA) on shortwave. Radio Moscow and
its many tentacles throughout the Eastern Europe block were broadcasting on power-
ful transmitters inside the massive geographical area of the Soviet Union, incessantly
attacking the policies and leadership of the USA. My shortwave radio picked up their
message from East Germany, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. However,
there was always great pride and a counter balancing force, coming from the shortwave
programming of the VoA., including those in Special English for all those freedom loving
people outside this great country wanting to listen in English and someday migrate to
this land. How powerful is that, I ask of you?

Today, we face the same threat as 40 years ago, when I began listening to shortwave
radio. Not a Cold War, but a war on terrorism from radical fundamentalists hell-bent on
destroying this country. However, this threat comes to our land, as it did on September
11, 2001. The question now is when will the next strike occur? Will it be via a “dirty
bomb” detonated in a large city or financial district, capable of wiping out all modern
forms of communication, including the Internet and cellular communications? Do you
realize that shortwave radio would survive such an attack and provide a means of com-
munication nationwide and worldwide? Isn't that a form of national security?

So I ask this question: Why do you plan on destroying the VoA Delano, California short-
wave facility? Don't you realize that this is as important to our country as petroleum
reserves? Shortwave is ready when needed and can reach our citizens nationwide, as
well as peoples worldwide? Do you comprehend this? It is obvious to me that we need
to keep the VoA Delano facility safely mothballed for the coming years. Do not destroy
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