















































Background

Sierra Leone is located in Western Africa,
bordering the North Atlantic Ocean, between
Guinea and Liberia with a population of
about six million. Its weather is tropical,
hot and humid summer rainy season which
extends from May through December and a
dry winter season from December through
April. The government is slowly reestab-
lishing its authority after the civil war
from 1991 to 2002 that resulted in tens of
thousands of deaths and the displacement
of more than 2 million people (about one-
third of the population). United Nations (U)
Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) had main-
tained over 4,000 peacekeepers in Sierra
Leone since 1999; the last UN peacekeepers
withdrew in December 2005 leaving full
responsibility for security with domestic
forces. A new civilian UN mission—the UN
Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL)—
was established to support the government's
efforts to consolidate peace. The most press-
ing long-term threat to stability in Sierra
Leone is the potential for political insecu-
rity surrounding elections.

Economy

Sierra Leone is an extremely poor nation
with tremendous inequality in income dis-
tribution. While it possesses substantial
mineral, agricultural, and fishery resources,
its economic and social infrastructure is not
well developed, and serious social disorders
continue to hamper economic development.
Nearly half of the working-age population
engages in subsistence agriculture. Manu-
facturing consists mainly of the processing
of raw materials and of light manufacturing
for the domestic market. Alluvial diamond
mining remains the major source of hard
currency earnings accounting for nearly
half of Sierra Leone’s exports. The fate of the
economy depends upon the maintenance of
domestic peace and the continued receipt of
substantial aid from abroad, which is essen-
tial to offset the severe trade imbalance
and supplement government revenues. The
International Monetary Fund has completed
a Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility
program that helped stabilize economic

growth and reduce inflation. A recent
increase in political stability has led to a
revival of economic activity such as the
rehabilitation of bauxite and rutile mining.

The Station: Cotton Tree News

Cotton Tree News (cTN) is an FM and short-
wave broadcasting network serving Sierra
Leone. The station aims to contribute to
peace and development in the country by
broadcasting news and information pro-
grams that are professional, credible and
reliable. The TN group of journalists began
producing a daily service of programs in
February 2007 from the studios of Radio
Mount Aureol at the Fourah Bay College. cTN
is an independent radio production organi-
zation. It respects the laws of Sierra Leone
and its news and programs are not subject
to outside control.

Media freedom in Sierra Leone has its limits;
media rights monitors have reported that
high-level corruption is a topic that is off
limits. The authorities tend to use the libel
laws and the courts to target misbehaving
journalists. Local broadcasters face many
challenges, including unreliable electricity
supplies, a shortage of funds and a lack of
advertising revenue. Dozens of newspapers
are published in the capital, despite low lit-
eracy levels. Most of them are privately-run
and are often critical of the government.

The Fondation Hirondelle normal mode of
operation is to create radio stations that
broadcast their own programs. In Sierra
Leone the project is a little different
because, for the first time, the Fondation
Hirondelle will equip a production studio
whose programming will be broadcast live
by partners. The studio was installed inside
the University of Sierra Leone, in Fourah
Bay College, Freetown, in cooperation with
the Department of Communication, which
already owns a radio station managed by
the students. In a country devastated by
years of civil war, the university was having
a difficult time maintaining theoretical and
practical teaching of communications skills
to students. This cooperative effort has
been beneficial to all involved.
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was the Italian Radio Relay Service (IRRS).
They purchased a 10-kilowatt Siemens short-
wave transmitter from the Swiss prT which,
as Bob describes it, “was about the size of
a large refrigerator, and was operational
from 1.5 to 30 MHz with eight-second or less
band switching.” IRRS used reduced carrier
single sideband modulation. Bob Zanotti's
sidekick from “The Two Bobs,” Bob Thom-
ann, was also a technical advisor for IRRS.

At first, IRRS was only on the air on week-
ends, with Bob Zanotti and Alfredo Cotroneo
taking turns operating the transmitter and
playing the programming at the transmitter
site on a farm in the outskirts of Milan. Bob
related some very interesting and entertain-
ing stories about his stints as transmitter
operator.

But all of this ended when the station
became completely automated in 1993.
Today IRRS continues to broadcast, but the
Milan transmitter site has been closed for
a number of years. Currently the service
transmits via rented airtime from a relay
station elsewhere in Europe.

Following his presentation, Bob Zanotti
recorded a roundtable discussion with Ebxc
Secretary General Tibor Szilagyi, former sec-
retaries general Anker Peterson and Michael
Murray, and yours truly. The roundtable
audio is now available on switzerlandin-
sound.com under the “Two Bobs"” section.

EDXC Business Matters

The EDXCis in a time of transition, as many Dx
clubs in Europe are losing members. It used
to be that most clubs published a monthly
printed newsletter or magazine which was
sent to members, and these publications
were comprised of contributions from the
membership. Nowadays, many of these
printed newsletters have been supplemented
or replaced by electronic newsletters, some
of which are freely available on the Internet
or by e-mail without the necessity for the
recipient to be a member of a DX club. As a
result, the pxc has now begun accepting
other types of organizations (besides bx
clubs) as observer members.

In a two-hour session on the afternoon of
Nov. 2, club officials and others discussed
Council business, including recent problems
with the EDXC's website. Assistant Secretary
General Torre Ekblom reported that a new
webmaster has been found in Finland, and
the new user-friendly EDxc website has now
appeared at www.edxc.org, although it is
still under construction.

Risto Vahakainu of the Finnish px Associa-
tion said that his club’s peak membership
was over 2500 in the year 1983. Currently, it
is down to about 700. Trends at most other
European DX clubs are similar.

Anker Peterson of the Danish Shortwave
Club International (pswci) suggested re-
establishing the pxc asL Committee, and he
offered to chair the group. He explained that
the EDXC sent a survey with 108 questions
to 54 international radio stations in the
early 1970s. Twenty-four stations replied,
and the results were turned into an 18-page
EDXC reception report guide which many of
the member clubs have made available to
shortwave listeners in English, German,
French, Italian, Portuguese and other
languages. Anker also reported that pswer
member Gayle Van Horn, who is an editor
for the u.s. magazine Monitoring Times, has
published a 528-page World asL Book which
is now available in ¢p form for about $20
from Teak Publishing, Grove Enterprises and
Universal Radio in the United States (all of
which have websites).

Other items of discussion at the Epxc busi-
ness meeting included proposals to form
a Program Listening Committee and to
update the epxc Landlist (i.e. country list).
A spirited discussion took place about
whether Mexico should be considered part
of North America or Central America! Risto
Vahakainu of Finland presented an invita-
tion for pxers to attend the 2008 Epxc Con-
ference, which will be held in the city of
Vaasa, on the west coast of Finland. More
details about this will appear in the next
edition of the nAsB Newsletter.

Incidentally, the Danish Shortwave Club
International (in English) and the Finnish px
Association (in Finnish) both publish excel-
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