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COSTA RICA WELCOMES YOU.

A population of 2 million lives in a country the size of West
Virginia, 20.000 square miles. Costa Rica is the southernmost
country in Central America, situated between Panama and
Nicaragua. Costa Rica was discovered by Columbus in 1502
during his fourth and final voyage. Believing that the area was
rich in gold, he named it Costa Rica (Rich Coast). Limited
population and the small demand for Costa Rican Agricultural
products created an economy based mostly on the barter system.

But a more important wealth was developing here. Equal distri-
bution of land and work were the basis of the democratic tradi-
tions that continue today. i

In the 20th century, more schools, hospitals and roads, plus the
official abolition of the army in 1948 settled the base for a
country which was become more and more devoted to respect
for law and human dignity. Costa Rica is often refered to as a
model of democracy and peace.



